[The chemistry of prostaglandins--biosynthesis, metabolism, total syntheses (author's transl)].
Extensive recent research has established that Prostaglandins (PG) are a widespread new class of biomediators. From polyunsaturated fatty acids PGs are formed enzymatically upon a variety of stimuli and then act at low concentrations. Participation has been shown so far for inflammation and pain, gastric secretion, various regulatory functions and others. Total synthesis has been achieved on a number of routes. Structure variations aim at a greater specificity and a less rapid metabolistic breakdown. Therapeutic possibilities are indicated.